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A Deſcription f the Famib of Land 1 | 
Son of Merbuſpael. r 


HE Family of Lamech was ce- 
lebrated for ingenuity, eſpeci- 
at. as before their time mankind nei- 
ther knew, nor deſired the refinements: 
of life. Lamech was well inſtructed. 
in divine things; *he took to himſelf 
two wives, Ada and Zilla; Ada had two 
ſons, the elder of whom was Jabal, the 
firſt that lived under a cover, and i in 
troduced the right of nn. 
For 


A ee book 1. W | 

> Some ſay he was the firſt that had cattleg, 
but this is a miſtake, for Abel was a keeper of | 
flocks long before him. y often fgnifieth poke” 
ſeſſion. Gen. 23. 18. and 49. 322 

See alſo Job 36. 33. Its noiſe declareth for lan, 
the ſtore of anger goeth „8 thunder. 1 
A 


| 
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For in the beginning it was uſual . 
with men to wander indifferently from 
Place to place, till wearineſs, or night 
inclined them to reſt; and as chance ra- 


/ . 
— 
ö 4 
— * 
: 4 


ther than choice Ke them as to 


| mour of the more-wakeful. 


the manner of it, they either repoſed 
themſelves in the open air, or in a thick 
wood, or repaired by companies into 
ſome gloomy cavern. But the incon- 

|| veniences of this promiſcuous lodging 
were ſooner felt than remedied, as the 
peaceable ſlumbers of the weary were 
frequently broken by the mirth, or cla- 


® Jabal, more induſtrious hab his com- 
| panions, and having like his brethren a 


W  firong turn for invention, confidered 
W - this ill cuſtom more ſeriouſly. 


Before the flood, though men had 


no notion of cating fleſh, yet they were 


oſten obliged to ſlay ravenous and de- 
vouring beaſts in defence of themſelves, 
and as a trophy, of their victory, they - 
3 off the =p wat the creature: 


e 


Puri e, der hrur Hiffory, 3 
they had encountered, and hung it 
over their ſhoulders, ſo that in proceſs Mi 
of time thoſe skins both introduced the 
faſhion of cloathing, Gen. 3. 20. and 
ſerved for a badge of reputation. 
The only ill conſequence of this cuſ- 
tom was, that the innocent animal 
was more frequently ſacrificed to the 
pride of mankind for this purpoſe; thatt 
the cruel and fierce brutes; whoſe cou- 
rage and ſtrength PU them from | 
the coward's attack. | = 
" Jabal having procured foie A 
ſed to dry them thoroughly, be 
fore he adorned himſelf with them; 
and choſe ſeveral poles of equal length, 
(his brother Tuba Ekain having by this 
time invented- tools) and joined them 
together at one end, yet ſo as to pre- 
na their being too tight; the othet 
ends of the poles he ſpread at equal dif- 
tances from each other, and ſet thei, I 
down on the ground, fo that they ſtood MM 
of ma on thoſe poles: he e— 
* 4A 2 tended 
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| tended and ſtretched his skins all round 
about, keeping the fleſhy part on the 
outſide, in order to their being ſooner 
dried. | 

As he was one day watching his 
skins, he accidentally lay down 1n the 
inſide of the cavity formed by the 
skins, and found that this machine 
was a ſure protection from the rain, an 
effectual ſhelter from heat and cold; 
be therefore reſolved to make this move- 
able lodging for the future his own pro- 
per and ſeparate abode, to which he 
Wl might retire at his pleaſure, and enjoy 
= ſecure and uninterrupted reſt. 
| Accordingly he contrived to make 
it uſeful, convenient, and durable; he 
formed of thoſe skins which he had 
| ſpread to dry, a kind of a large cloak, 
to be ſo fitted that he could at once 
put it over thoſe poles, and all the ſides 
be by it covered, from the top to the 
bottom: then he prepared many lines 
Sa Ae lengths, with nooſes at both 
ends, 
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Parts of Scripture Hiſtory. 
ends, to put one nooſe over the top 4 
the tent, and the other end of each 
line, to reach to the ground cloſe to the 
covering, and faſten the nooſes to pegs 
ſtuck in the earth on all ſides, that it 
might be tight, when pitched, and fix- 
ed, yet eaſy, and convenient to be re- 
moved. | 

But after all his induſtry and trou- 
ble, he could not venture to leave this 
tent ſtanding in his own unavoidable 
abſences, and therefore was obliged, 
wherever he went, to carry his houſe 
folded up, upon his back, being with 
reaſon apprehenſive, that the firſt per- 
ſon who ſaw and admired this habita- 
tion, would claim and poſſeſs it as 
his own. | 


When Jabal had explained to his 


companions, the uſes and advantages 
of his invention, they eagerly and la- 


voniouſly imitated his example. 
But he alſo convinced them of the 


e of a law for fixing of proper- 


A 3 ty, 
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ty; that any poſſeſſion a man ond 
acquire of a place, or thing, which 
before belonged not to another perſon, 


ſhould be his fole and indiſ putable 


|. right; elſe their toil, and od in 


contriving, and finiſhing their works 
Would be in vain. | 
This law was readily received, and 
eſtabliſhed by univerſal conſent, and 
this regulation was a ſpur to their in- 
duſtry, as they might now unmoleſted 
rejoice in their own acquiſitions, and 
the works of their hands: It was alſo 
a glorious encouragement to the re- 
nowned Jabal, to exert himſelf in his 


i | undertaking, who purſued and improv- 


d his labour continually, nor ſtopped 
at the contrivance of an inconſiderable 
ſmall. moveable tent, but alſo erected 
many ſtately edifices, and became the 
Father of thoſe who dwelt under a 
cover, 
The other ſon of Ada was Jubal, 

the i inventor of muſical inſtruments. 


He 


+. - 
5 
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"He was. continually: 


and tightneſs as held faſt by the lines. 
As he was ſometime from an acci- 
dental curioſity pulling in the. middle 


of a line, to obſerve its tightneſs, he 


was ſurprized by the report of a found 
it produced, when the line flew back 


upon the leather; he ſtarted, he liſten- 
ed and wondered; nor could he com- 
prehend the cauſe and manner of that 


found; he ſtood for ſome time amazed 


and motionleſs, but at length ventured 


on a ſecond experiment, laying hold at 
one end of the line, and pulling it ſoft- 
ly, he then let it ſnap ſuddenly, and'it 
produced a ſound, but not fo harſh as 
the firſt; this tempted him to pull at 
other parts of the line, and different 


ſounds were always, according to the 
different parts of the line he had touch- 
-_ and the different degrees of force 


A4 . be 


admiring the 


ſtructure of his brother Jabal's tent, 
and particularly remarked its firmneſs 


fizes of lines, and he obſerved that the | ; 


„ee on various | 
5 had applied to it, and by repeating 


his tryals, he with reaſon concluded 
i theſe different ſounds in concert, muſt- 
be harmonious, hence he naturally de- 
| lighted i in his new amuſement, and of- 
ten repaired to it, practiſing different 
tunes according to his fancy, 
But Jabal, foreſceing that if his bro- 
ther ſhould too often practiſe on his 
5 ſtrin gs, it muſt in time endanger his 
tent, 5 he had a great regard for 
Jubal, yet he could not ſee all his in- 


duſtry and teil go to ruin, t therefore 
he deſired of his brother, that for the 


future he ſhould deſiſt from meddling 


with any thing belonging to his tent; 
but not to diſcourage him in his de- 
| figns, he thought of contriving a me- 
W . thod to continue the diverſion of Jubal, 
without prejudicing himſelf; he there- 
fore helped to make for him a portable 
tube, in the form of a tent, with many 
flat ſides, propped up with wooden bars, 
and coyered cloſe on all ſides with raw 
hides, 


: „ uh g 
' L 


and in different faſhion. | 
Not long after theſe, he met by 
chance with another diſcoyery, more 
unexpected and not leſs agreeable. 
Jubal, who was of an amiable and 
ſacial diſpoſition, often uſed, to viſit 
his brethren at their difterent employ- 
ments; Tubal-kain had lately found 
out the properties and the working of 


metals, and his brother deſirous to aſ- 


ſiſt him, came and blew the fire for 
him; but as the blowing with the 
mouth was too troubleſome and in- 


convenient; the next time Jubal was 
to come to his brother's forge, where he 


was at work, he contrived, and brought 


with him a wooden pipe for that pur- 


poſe; that end he propoſed to apply 


to his own mouth, he ſo fitted and 
ſhaped to it, that when he ſhould blow 


with it, no wind ſhould be loſt; with 
* this 


7 


hides, to which they fixed different ſortz 
of ſtrings, of divers kinds and lengths, 


more than one on ſome of the: fides, 


S —_— —_ Mw S 
n 5 » Ll = 


= ay a.) aan tio. >n.c-. 


| this engine he Abel it -more ee 
and effectually 1 in the ſervice of his hrõ- 
ther, and it anſwered the purpoſe for 
ſome time: but by uſing it often nent 
the fire, the heat cauſed it to ſplit. - 
| Tubal-kain therefore made a braſs. 
tube of the ſame ſhape and nature with 
the uſeleſs wooden one. 

But in caſting of it, the pipe re- 
ceived ſome damage, for when they 
took it out of the mould, they found 
many ſmall holes on the body of the 
pipe, and when he blew with it, the 
wind was diſperſed. But as Jubal was 
determined to be uſeful to his brother, 
he was not diſcouraged, but took the 
pipe into both his hands, and ſtopped 
the holes, by laying his fingers on them, 
and ſo continued to blow the fire. 
| But whilſt he was eager in — 
ſome of his fingers moved off from the 
| holes, and a ſound eſcaped; a ſecond _ 
trial had the ſame effect, he then 1 


we all the holes, then the ſound was 
faint, 


. of 
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faint, he then opened other holes, and 
mo the 2221 to be different. 
He was now convinced that this 
pipe, or any like it, by proper applis I! 
cation and improvement, would he- 
* come an uſeful muſical inſtrument. 
Now Jubal being poſſeſſed of two 
bach valuable 1 5 he 
practiſed on them with pleaſure and 
diligence, adapting to them 8 
tunes, as ſeemed to him agreeable. In 
proceſs of time, he invented many o- 
ther inſtruments of different conſtru f- 
tion and materials, fit to play on; ſuck 
was the title of Jubal to the Inventions q 
of muſical inſtruments. - + - 4 
Zilla had Tubal-kain, who hon We nn 
into uſe the working of metals, and | 
other kind of ingenious work. 
Tubal-kain followed the accupation | 
of old Kain, only with this difference; 
whereas Kain worked on the ſurface 
of the earth, Tubal-kain worked on 
: thoſe-materials that are in the bawels 
of 
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12 Obſervations on Various k 
of the earth, making of them veſſels 


and other things. 


In the beginning he only made all 


kind of earthen-ware, © for he had be- 
fore obſerved, when he had made a 


hearth of clay, with ſides to it, to make 


a fire on it, that by keeping a ſtrong 


fire, the clay became hard as ſtone. 
This ware, he uſed to ſet into a 
great fire to harden the veſſels, that 


they might be fit for uſe. But having 
found ſome glittering ſtuff, not know- 
ing the quality of it, he made that 


ſtuft ſmall, and worked it in, among 
ſome of the clay, and made a pot of 


it, hoping it would add to the beauty 


of i it, by its ſhining. | 
But he was extremely diſappointed; 


for when hetook it away (after the fire 


was out, and the veſſel cool enough, 


and fit to handle) from the hearth, on 


which the pot had ſtood to harden, he 
found that it was light i in weight; he 


Al Ggnifieth alſo earthen ware, Lev. 11. 33. &c. 


Parts of Scripture Hiftory. 12 
put liquor into it for a tryal, which 
preſently ran out, ſo that he was great- 
ly mortified by the ill ſucceſs of his ex- 
periment, but could diſcover no rea- 
ſon for it; but when he returned to the 
cold hearth, and obſerved carefully the 
place who the pot had ſtood; he ſaw 

ſome lumps of ſhining metal, lying 
in ſeveral places upon the aſhes, he now 
examined the pot, and looking on the 


bottom of it, which he had not done 


before, he there alſo ſaw ſome of the 
metal ſticking to it. 

He gathered up thoſe pieces of ; 
metal, looked on them attentively, 
and conſidered with himſelf concern- 
ing the places where he had found 
them, and obſerved alſo the altera- 
tion of his pot; yet to be fully ſa- 
tified, he gathered ſome of that un- 
wrought: matter he had mixed ſome _ 
time before with clay to make a pot, 
and put it by itſelf, into a ſound pot, 
and ſet it into the fire as uſual; after 

| 3 


= for his brother Nn many 3 uſe- 


ten on metals, and made many things 


A 
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it had ſtood: ſome time in the fire, he 


obſerved that this matter became a li- 
| quid; he took ſome of it out; and put 
it into a ſmall diſh, and when it was 
cold enough; and fit to touch, he plain- 


ly faw it had the impreſſion of the in 
fide of the diſh, and was of the ſame 
ſubſtance with thoſe pieces he had 


found about the pot, which he had 


made of clay, mixed with ſome of the 
glittering ſtuff; he then made ſome 
other moulds according to his fancy, 


and caſt the reſt of the liquid metal 
= into them, which anſwered his inten- 
| tion: he then beat ſome of the pieces 
ou a ſtone, and found the metal 


as pliable. 
1 heſe diſeoveries highly pleaſed him, 
as he had now found out a et] fit 


to work upon. 
Henceforth T obalikait practiſed " 


oper for uſe and diverſion. He made 


ful 


Paris of Seripture Hiſtory. 
ful for his muſical inſtruments, he alſo 
made for his brother Jabal many ne- 


ceſſary things, of uſe for his tent, and 


. — for building. 


Jubal, made for him a ſubſtantial 
machine to blow the fire, to his S 


_ eaſe and ſatisfaction. 


Moreover theſe three Pe wocks 
ed for each other, in the things, where- 


in they were ſeparately moſt expert, 
Tubal-kain had a ſiſter named 


Noamah, ſhe was a pleaſant damſel, 


ſome ſuppoſe ſhe invented the art of 


innings ih but the Bible faith — 


of it. / 10. 
As for the two wives of 1 
one was named Ada, and the other 


Zilla: if we may conſider the ſigniſi- MM 
cation of their names, Ada one that 


dreſſed herſelf out with ornaments; and 
Zilla, might be famous for a good: 
voice in fi 


= 
We: find before the. flood only theſe 


four 


15 


And theſg two brothers 7 and 
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\ 


26  Obferwations un variout 


four women mentioned by name, viz, 
Eve, Ada, Zilla, and Noamah.” * 
The reaſon why they are expreſſed | 
by name, is, Eve, becauſe ſhe was the 
mother of all living, Ada and Zilla, 
the two wives of Lamech, becauſe he 
was the firſt that took two wives to 
= himſelf; and upon that account it may 
be, he came afterwards into ſome trou- 
ble; for about this time began many 
abufire contentions among all kind of 
men: for when the ſons of the great 
men in power ſaw the daughters of the 
WW - common people, that they were pleaſ- 
ing, then they took to themſelves wives 
of all, they choſe, that is more wives 
than one, and by force: hence aroſe 
all the miſchiefs committed about that 
time; by one wicked man's taking re- 
venge of another as wicked as himſelf, 
and both calling to God for juſtice, 
that even the Lord would no longer be 
concerned in their ſtrife, for the wick- 


8 edneſß of men became ſo great, that it 
even 


even affected all creatures to > their ut; 
termoſt ruin. 
And as Noamah was contemporary 


with Noah, it is moſt likely ſhe be- 
came wife tg Noah, and therefore her 


name is mentioned, becauſe ſhe was 


the ſecond mother of all living: as 
will be ſeen hereafter. 
It is plain that Lamech killed a man, 


according to his own confeſſion, and 


a was probably ſome great man; it 


may be upon ſome quarrel, becauſe 
either ſomebody was going to take 
away one of his wives, or Lamech hal 
taken away one, or both of his wives 


from ſomebody. 


Now his wives were juſtly ON" | 
five, leſt their husband ſhould be made 


as dreadful a ſpectacle as Kain was; 
for after God had doomed him to be 


reſtleſs both at home and abroad, 
he alſo made him a mark, that all 


who ſaw ſo diſmal and horrible an 
5 might be deterred from the 


„„ 
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* 2 ations an Various 
committing ſo enormous a crime. 29 
W God did not mitigate the order a- 
gainſt him; for Kain did not repent, 
dut only bemoaned his condition; nox. 
Was he in ſuch favour with God, as 
that the Almighty ſhould aſſure him 
W by a ſign of fafety to make him eaſy; 
but he marked him out, that he might 
be known to all human kind by his fi- 
ure and actions, his * perſon de- 
cribing his crime, ſo that he might 
deter others from committing murder; 
and that no one might be willing to. 
murder him, leſt his puniſhment, alſo 
ſhould be theirs. 
As Kain has been mentioned; it. 
will be proper to ſay ſomething more 
A 
Adam had two ſons, Kain,and abt 
as they did not want any food, which 
q 9. every where, nor had man 
| as Fe 1 notion of eating fleſh, (for 


PDF 


5 be prefix 6 before Kain denoteth the accuſe-” 
tive, as Gen. 1. 5,8. dec 
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vert their time. 
Abel, who was ſociable and good 


natured, and delighted to do good, 


trained up ſome lambs, and made — 
the choiceſt and fatteſt of that kind; 


he was extremely careful of them, and | 
would let them want nothing, which he 


thought was proper for them.  _ 
But Kain being of a ſurly temper, 


and hating ſociety, laid out for him- _ 
{elf a piece of land; and here he work- 


ed with all his induſtry, to make- all 


things in his ground to flouriſh, that 


he might ſhew, though God had curſed 
the earth, that yet his ground was 
made to produce freely. 

In proceſs of time, when their em- 
ployments came to the beſt perfection, 


Kain in the pride of his heart brought 
forth ſome o his fruit, and preſented 


it . God, to ſhew wh uſe he 
Be: made 


Hiſtory. 19 
fleſh was not permitted them to eat 
till they came out of the ark, Gen. 9, 3.) 
they chok different amuſements to di- iq 


made of his time: he would have wiſe: 
Ss lingly preſented it to his father Adam, 
but he was ſure that Adam would re- 


20 Obfervations on various 


ceive nothing at his hands, as he had 


once taken and eaten ſome certain 
fruit, given him by his own wife, and 


for that reaſon he almoſt loſt all fa- 


vours of the Lord. 


Abel, when he ſaw wine: * bro- 
ther had done, then did he alſo bring, 


not in preſumption, but hoping that 


W- the Lord would be pleaſed by ſome 
token to ſhew him, that he approved 
of his undertaking and employment: 


the preſent conſiſted of the beſt of his 


things, even the choiceſt and fatteſt of 
his Rock which he preſented before 
the Lord, 


The conſequence was, the Lord 


ſhewed by an immediate fign, that 
he accepted Abel and his preſent, but 
unto Kain and his preſent he had no 
| reſpect. 


This ſign might be, that although 


1 it 


7 | 
E. 
} 
1 
| 
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it was then a gloomy day, the ſun ſhone E 
on the place, where Abel and his pre- 


ſent was: 


As it is laid; the ſun flood ſtill, 
Joſ. 1034. = 
The Lord did not alter the Courts = 
of the luminaries; but although half 
of the hemiſphere, over that part where 
the enemies were, was then obſcured, Ml 
by the tempeſt of hailſtones; yet the "i 
other half of the hemiſphere, in the 
ſight of Iſrael, the ſun was not obſcured I 
all that day; i.e. the ſun kept the 


tempeſt off, that it ſhould not come 


near the Iſraelites. = 
This preference which the Lord = 


| ſhewed unto Abel, vexed Kain ſorely, 
in ſo much, that he was quite dejected, 


though the Lord vouchſafed to prove 3 


to him, that Abel was not in fault, but ; 
that if he himſelf ſhould do good, him = 
he ſhould alſo be rewarded, but if he 


behaved himſelf wickedly, he muſt ex- 
Nett the ill conſequence of it. 
B 3 2473 Yet 


" : 
- 
- * 
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Vet for all this, Kain was reſolved 
on revenge, and enticed his brother 


into his own field, and there ſlew him. 


'The Lord oon made him ſenſible, 


W that he knew what he had done to his 


brother, and his denial aggravated his 
W - guilt, and haſtened the puniſhment of 

it: and God ſaid, Curſed art thou, 
together with this ground; though 


| j thou ſhouldeſt cultivate it in any man- 


ner, yet it ſhall not be able to yield 


5 . unto thee her ſtrength, and thou ſhalt 


be a fugitive, and a vagabond on earth; 
i. e. he ſhall never be at eaſe, 
But when Kain was convinced of 

bis crime, he acknowledged that there 
Was no pardon for his wickedneſs, yet 
be. bemoaned his caſe, ſaying to the 
Lord, lo, thou haſt driven me now 
from the pleaſure * of this very ground, 


ty favour 1 ſhall be hid, and as Iſhall 
be 


4 In the nee i is ſeen both favour, pleaſure, and 
Anger, E Exod. 4 11. See Hebrew Bible. 


Where all my delight was, and from 


Parts of Scripture Hiſtory. 2 3 | 
be a fugitive and a vagabond upon 
earth, any one that ſhall find me will 
kill me. 
For theſe huthillidfiots the .ord as 
graciouſſy pleaſed to afſure Him, that 
whoſoever ſhould kill Kain, Stege ven- 
geance ſhould be taken. V7..00 

And beſides, the Lord cauſed the 
affliction to appear iti the couiitenant 
and bodily behaviour of Kain, in of 4 
der to deter others from the crime f 
murder. wh 
After this, Kain med a vag abend 9 
life re al earth, on the ei of Eden. 


N , a * 
e * I 


— 
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8 the ſons of Lamech invented, 
and brought into-uſe, moſt of the 
arts and ſciences, ſo uſeful to mankind; 
ſo were the two brothers Kain and 
Abel, the promoters of ſacrifices; for 
from their example, in proceſs of time, 
it became a common cuſtom, to pre- 
ſent their, cattle, or fruit, before the 
Lord; and when once preſented be- 
fore God, it was not proper to make 
ule of it in a common way; but it was 
bur that none ſhould enjoy it; and 
if it was a living animal, it was firſt 
killed and then burnt; and in time, 
inſtead of a preſent, it became a ſacri- 
_ fice for religious worſhip, and it alſo 
was ſettled what kind of creatures were 
= -fit-for a ſacrifice: ſo Noah, the firſt 
=_— thing he did after he came out of the 
ark, built an altar, and ſacrificed on it, 
of 3 clean beaſt, and of every clean 
| bird 


"the «th 5 ds | 


bird for burnt ſacrifices. God had i ang | 
formediNoaly what 7200 was clean, 


and fit ſor ſacrifices, Gen. 7, 2. 


Fos though the people a little while 
Nabe the food, were guilty of. many 
wickedneſſes, yet before that time, they .. 
were not deſtitute of good men among 
them; it may be they had alſo gong 
prophets; for as God a little while a- 
ter the creation, was more frequent in 
his communications of himſelf to man 
than afterwards, the people might have 
had orders from God, or their own - 
thought aſſiſted by divine inſpiration, .. 
might ſettle the rites belonging to ſa- | 


crifices. 


This may be the reatba they wad 
never guilty of. idolatry. As it is not 
doubted, but they celebrated ſome o- 
ther divine rites, it is moſt probable, - 
they obſerved the ſabbath-day; when 


we find no other inſtitution for it, ex- 


| cept that which was ordained directly 


after the creation, Gen. 2. 3. and God 


bleſſed 


r 1 


ern 


r 


155 R fi * guts. 


9 the ſeventh day, and ſanctified 
it; becauſe that in it he had reſted 
"From all his work, which God created 
to act: f therefore at the giving the ten 
. © commandments, God f4id, Exod. 21.8 
Remember the fabbath-day to keep it 
holy, &. declaring it a cuſtom long 
in uſe of old. 

This worſhip by ſicrifices was per- 
Ak fully ſettled in the days of Enoch, 
Gen. 4. 26 then it was begun to call 
v pon the name of the Lord by publick 
= worſhip, and preaching the doctrine 
of religion, it cannot mean to ſpeak to 
= God, for Adam, Eve, and Kain did 
= peak to God before that time; fo we 
fad that Abraham in his travels, at 
every ſtation built an altar for ſacrifice 
_ unto the Lord, and called upon the 
name of the Lord, letting the people 
= know that there is a God, who is to 
be wotſhipped, and no other. 

= 3 


55 f we means to act; that! is, to pen of 1 It- 
Aelf its own office. 
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Antiquity of Letters. 


poſe, that Abraham was a great 
maſter of the learning which then pre- 
vailed in the world; abundantly able to 
teach and inſtru the wiſeſt men of the 
ſeveral nationswith whomheconverſed:2 
As he was the moſt learned of his time, 
certainly he did not neglect the know- 
ledge of letters, and tranſmitted them 
to his poſterity. 
The Perſians antiently k were re- 
formed in their religion by Abraham, 
and called their religion the religion of 
Abraham, and their ſacred book which 
contained the doctrines of their reli- 
gion, the book of Abraham. 3 
It is confirmed by moſt of the an- 
tient hiſtorians, i that the deſcendants 


of 


t Sbuckford, v. 2. page 34. 
h Shuckford, v. 1. page 36. | 
i Sir Iſaac Newton in his y— Page 2 210 


and 351 
3 


OST . the antient hiſtorians ſup- = 


; 28 Antiquity of 1 Letters. 
of Abraham, (eſpecially of thoſe he be- 
gat by Keturah,) obſerved the ſame 
worſhip as Abraham, and by their mix- 
ing with other nations, they inſtructed 
them in the ſame. 
Agreeable to this, we find, Gen. 
18. 19. For I know him, that he will 
command his children and his houſ- 
hold after him, and they ſhall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do juſtice and 
judgement, that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham, that which he has 
_ ſpoken of him: this muſt be by ſome 
of his precepts left by him in writing, 
otherwiſe he could not charge his poſ- 
_ terity after him. 
| Jacob was very ſtudious. * 
#8 We may alſo ſuppoſe that he left 
ſome inſtructions in writing for his 
=_ poſterity, Deut. 32. 7. Ask thy fa- 
ther, and he will ſhew thee: Moſes 
. muſt have ſpoken of a father that was 
| not 
*Shuckford, y 2. page 117. 
1 171 PIX I Deut. 32. 7. 
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not one of them that he ſpoke to, but 
meaning ſome perſon that was not 
preſent, i. e. to conſult his writing; 
by whom v meant no other than 
Jacob, Iſai. 5 8. 14. The heritage of 
Jacob thy Kather ; Jacob, who is the 
common father of the Iſraelites, who 
are very often called the children of 
S 


In the time of Job, writing was in 


its full uſe, Job 19. 23. Oh, that my 
words were now written, oh, that they 
were engraven in a book, that they 
were graven 1n a rock with an iron in- 
ſtrument and lead for ever; and Job 
31. 35. And that mine adverſary had 
written a book. | 1 
It is moſt likely, Job was of the poſ- 
terity of Abraham, and of the offspring 
of one of his children by Keturah, 
which Abraham had fent unto the caſt 
country, Gen. 25. 6. 

And Job was the greateſt of the ſons 
of the caſt, Job 1. 3 
It 


m pin but they are more called „Nr 
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I gt is moſt probable, Job lived in the 
time whilſt Moſes lived with his fa- 
ther-in-law Jethro in the land of Mi- 
dian; for Job before his misfortune 
was a man of years, for he had ſeven 
ſons and three daughters by one wife; 
who when ſhe could not bear to ſee 
the agony of her husband, (for ſhe had 


not the patience of Job) adviſed him 


4 to bid God farewell, u i. e. to take his 


leave of God, and then die. And af- 
ter his calamity was over, he lived an 
hundred and forty years, Job 42. 16. 

Uz was originally a man's proper 
name, the ſon of Abraham's brother 
Nahor, Gen. 22. 21, who dwelt in 
the eaſt. 


iphaz the Temanite; Teman was 


q _ fon = Eliphaz, ſon of Bünz therefore 


this Eliphaz was either ſon, or _ 


fon of Teman. 
Bildad the Shuhite; Shuah was fon 


1 | of Abraham by Keturak, Gen. 25. 2. 
M Zopher the 3 was of the 
45 poſterity 


* Ta means to ſalute at meeting, or at parting. 


by Ca, 25 e oe 
paſterity of Benjamin; Naaman, was 
either ſon or grandſon of Benjamin, 
Gen, 46; 21. and Numb. 26. 40. 
Elihu the ſan of Berachel the Bu- 
zite of the kindred of Ram; was the 
ſon of a prieſt, or whoſe office was to 
give thanks to God, of the family of 
Buz, a Syrian, a near relation of Re- 
bekah, Gen. 22. 21. 
Letters for compoſing of words in 
writing, i. e. to ſet down into a book; 
are as old, as Adam; Gen. 5. 1. this 
is the book of the generations of Adam. 
It is moſt likely, this cuſtom of re- 
giſtering genealogies, did not begin till 
ſometime of the life of Enoch, Gen. 
4. 26. then (man) began to call upon the 
name of the Lord. - 
The deſcendants of Seth, who called 
themſelves the children of God, and 
worſhipped God in a particular faſhion, 
regiſtered their genealogies, to diſtin- 


guiſh themſelves from the offspring 
of 


* Gen. 5. 1. DN TN Dr 
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of the children of Kain, whom they 
accounted mean. 


Therefore in regiſtering chi 2 
rity of Kain, the names of the different 


perſons, are only mentioned in a lineal 


deſcent, to that of Noamah, the future 
wife of Noah; but when the poſterity 


oft Seth is den then there is in a 


particular way expreſſed the year they 
were born, when they had children, 


and how long they lived. 


This cuſtom of regiſtering genealo- 
gies, was kept up for many ages after- 
wards, eſpecially when from one per- 
ſon different families aroſe; 1 Chr. 
5. 17. All theſe were recorded by ge- 
nealogies in the days of Jotham king 
of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam 


king of Iſrael: Ezra 2. 62. and Neh. 


7. 64. Theſe ſought their regiſter a- - 
mong thoſe that were recorded by ge- 


nealogies, but it was not found; cher 
\ fore were they as prunes put from the 
\ prieſthood, 


The 
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The Arabians keep their regiſters of 
genealogies even to this day. 

As this cuſtom of proving the ge- 
nealogies, was of ſuch neceſſity, and 
yet is no where found to be ordained, 
therefore it muſt be ſuppoſed that it 
was a cuſtom of old. 

Theſe letters muſt have been of great 
uſe to Noah, to deſcribe the different 
dimenſions of the ark, to record the 
ſeveral periods of time, whilſt he was 
in the ark; and after he came out of 
the ark, to record the bleſſing of the 
Lord to him, the precepts God com- 
manded him to keep, and the covenant 
which the Lord made with him. 

Some ſay that the preſent Hebrew 
letters are Asſhurith, 1. e. Aſſyrians. 

Theſe letters might be called ſo; 
becauſe the Aſſyrians might uſe theſe 
letters from the firſt time they became 
a government, in their writings, when 
they had occaſion to remark any thing; 


and becauſe Aſſyria was the firſt po- 
| 5% _— 
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tent government, and they uſed thoſe 


letters; therefore they might be called 
by its name. 

That the Aſſyrians was the firſt po- 
tent government will appear from the 
following conſiderations: | 

Nimrod ſometime after the flood, 
began to be a man of power, Gen. 
Io. 8. and undertook to govern, and. 
ſet up dominions; his firſt royal place 


was Babylon, and ſome ſmall towns - 


near it; but in proceſs of time he went 
into Aſſyria, and built many towns, 
of which Nineveh was the capital, and 
became in time the largeſt city in ex- 
tent; Jonah 3. 3. an exceeding __ 
city of three days journey. 

Thus Aſſyria became a potent e _ 


pire; ſome kingdoms they got by 


queſt, and ſome by alliance — their 
own ſecurity, and in proceſs of time 
the Aſſyrians became lords over all 


Aſia Minor, 


And although each city, as it was 
cuſ- 
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cuſtomary of old, had its own king, 
yet thoſe kings were tributary to the 
emperor of Aſſyria; and if ever the 
emperor went to war, then theſe petty 
kings brought each his quota of men. 
Gen. 14. I, 2, 35 4 fl. 

It is moſt probable, that Chedor- 
laomer king of Elam, was not the 
emperor,, otherwiſe he would have 
been mentioned firſt; nor is the king 
of Nineveh mentioned; hence it is 
moſt likely, that the emperor then was 
2 minor, and Chedorlaomer was the 
regent to take care of the empire, and 
Amraphel was the commander of the 
army, 

Yet were all thoſe: kingdoms ſmall, 
nor were their men fit for war, being 
rude and undifciptin'd, only their 
numbers often conquered the leſſer 
ſtates, 

Therefore Abraham, Gen. 14. 1471 5. 
was not afraid to attack their army 
with three hundred and eighteen of 


his men, who were trained to arms. 
E As 


a 
* 
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As the Aſſyrians remained in their 
own colonies, ſo they had not their 
learning interrupted, and fo might re- 
tain the knowledge of the antient let- 
ters; but others which travelled far, 
and were perhaps a long while before 
they were ſettled in their habitations, 
might negle& letters for ſome time; 
ſome might alter the form of the let- 
ters, and ſome forget them. 

And whilſt the dominions of the 
Aſſyrians were of a large extent, they 
muſt of neceſſity have occaſion to re- 
giſter into a book thoſe dominions 
which were under their juriſdiction, 
or in alliance, to record their quota of 
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men, and their ſeveral contributions; 

ſuch a book after Nineveh was con- 
quered was removed to Ecbatana in 
Media, Ezra 6. 2. 


The 


(37 ) 


The Authority of the Hebrew Letters. 


O language can boaſt an authority 
equal to that of the Hebrew, for its 
letters, and its pronunciation; for when 
the Lord gave the ten commandments 
on mount Sina, he himſelf ſpake the 
words, and when Moſes repeated them 
word for word, all the people heard 
them pronounced diſtinctly; and af- 
terwards the Lord delivered unto Moſes 
thoſe very words engraven with his 
own fingers on two tables of ſtone. 

In theſe ten commandments, Deut. 
5. 6. &c. are fully expreſſed all the 
Hebrew letters. 

Yet there 'have been, and Rill are 
men, who cavilling at the ſcripture, 
ſay, that Ezra, who had lived many 
years in Babylon, and been uſed to the 
Chaldean letters, out of malice to the 
Samaritans, tranſcribed the holy Bible 
with the characters of the Chaldean. 


C 3 Can | * 
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Can it be imagined, that thoſe peo- 


ple, who had ſo much reverence for 
the word of the Lord, would ſhew ſo 


- little regard to thoſe i "Re writings ?? 


Jol. 23. 6. Be ye therefore very firm 


to = and do all that is written in 


the book of the law of Moſes, that ye 


turn not aſide therefrom, to the ri ght 


hand, or to the left: eſpecially — | 
who was called the prieſt, ſcribe of the 
law of the God of aig having the 
wiſdom of God in his hand, a juſt man, 
very skilful in the law of Moſes: would 
this man have done ſuch a wicked 
thing, as to expunge thoſe divine cha- 
racters out of the law, and the other 
books of holy writings, and proſtitute 
in their ſtead, the letters uſed by thoſe 
people with whom they were in 


bondage? 


1 — if we ſhould 158 * im- 


putation on Ezra, yt he hardly could 


per- 
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perſuade the whole people of the Jews, MW 
even thoſe in remote parts, that all 
ſhould tranſcribe their old Bibles, and 
other writings; for ſome of which, no 
doubt they had a great veneration and 1 

eſteem. 8 
It cannot be ſaid, that all the Jews 
had forgotten their characters; ſurely MM 
there were a great many that uſed to ü 
read their old books, and underſtood {| 
them well, Neh. 10. 29. And the reſt 
of the people, the prieſts, the Levites, WM 
the porters, the fingers, and the Ne- 
thinims, and all that had ſeparated | 
themſelves from the people of the land 
unto the law of God, their wives; their 
ſons, and their daughters, every one 
having knowledge, and having under- 
Nanding; See alſo Neh. 8. 3, 9. Eſpe- 
cially the prieſts and Levites, who 
expected ſoon to be re-eſtabliſhed into 
their offices, -took care often to read in 
the Bible the rites belonging to their 
functions, 


8 | | Be- 
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_  Bcſfides, we find ſometime after 
Esra the Jews ſtill kept up their wri- 
nung and language, to be diſtinguiſhed 


M from other nations: ER. 8. 9. Unto 
WO every province according to the writ- 
ing thereof, and unto every people at- 
ter- their language; and to the Jews 


according to their writing, (but not ac- 
cording to the Chaldean,) and accord- 
Ing to their language. 
be Samaritan Letters, 
As for the Samaritans they had no 
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book of the law, nor did they know 
_— how to worſhip the true God till near 
a2 hundred years after Ezra; for the 
 Ifraclite prieſt that was at firſt ſent a- 
mong them, taught them how they 
1 ſhould fear the Lord; 2 Kings 17. 


ſhippe d the gods of their own, and 
had appointed prieſts for their ſeveral 
- worſhip: 


For i they had « bock of the law, 
they 


28, 33. but every nation of them wor- 
; 
: 
l 


/ 
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they would not have worſhipped their 


own country gods ſo regularly. 


3 


But when Sanballat built them a 


temple, which was near one hundred 


years after Ezra, and appointed Me- 
naſheh his ſon-in-law high prieſt of it, 


and other apoſtate Jews that followed 


him, then the book of the law was in- 


troduced among them. 
But as the native Samaritans did not 


. underſtand the Hebrew language, ex- 
cept the few apoſtate Jews that were 


amongſt them, as appears by all the 
diſcourſes they had with the Jews, (fee 
Ezra,) which was all in their own dia- 
let, and that the people might read 
the * with the reader, therefore this 
book of the law was written with the 
characters which the Samaritans had 
long uſed; and then they had right 
prieſts among them, and became at laſt 
zealous worſhippers of the true God, 


and learned the Hebrew dialect alſo. 
* | | [ 


— 4 Prideaux Connection, part 1. book 6. 
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42 Hebrew Letters not changed. 
I cannot deny that the letters uſed 
by the Samaritans, might have been 
uſed by the Jews in common affairs, 
after their return from Babylon; for 
by that time thoſe letters were uſed by 
moſt of the maritime places. 


A Shekel. 


There is a piece of money inſcribed 
with Samaritan characters on Dr. Mor- 
| ton's tables of Alphabets, of Simon, 
one of the Maccabees, prince of the 
Jews, about three hundred years after 
Ezra, 1 Maccabees 1 5. 6. 
On one ſide, 


Shimon neſi Iſrael. 
Simon Prince of Iſrael. 


On the other fide, 


4 Shenat ahat ligulat Iſrael, 
| The firſt year ofthe redemption of Iſrael. 
See Ottius de nummis Samaritanis. 


g You will find many ſizes of coins of Si- 


mon's ſhekels; ſome a ſhekel, ſome half 


_ aſhckc), and ſome a quarter ofa ſhekel. 
j | = | 4 


Hebrew Letters not changed. 4 ; 


A ſhekel is about half an ounce. 

The tranſlations of the Bible ſay, 
that Abſalom's hair weigh'd two hun- 
dred ſhekels; but this is a wrong tran- 
ſlation, it means he could lift with his 
hair two hundred ſhekels. | 

Abſalom, (2Sam.14.26.) who let his 


hair grow, and uſed to cut them off 


once a year: they were fo ſtrong, eſpe- 
cially when twiſted together, that he 
Ka: + lift up with the bunch of his hair 


two hundred ſhekels, of the king $ 


weight. See 2 Sam, 18. 12. 


by ſignifies, he weighed, i. e. he lifted up, that 


he _ know the weight. 
PU he lifted up DN with "WU the hair N of 


his T1 pp DN two hundred ſhekels, (one 
hundred ounces) g oY of the —_ s weight. 


Abraham 


7 


Abraham ſacrificing his ſor 1/aac. 

15 has been asked, and may proper- 

ly be enquired into, how it is con- 
Aten, that God ſhould be the propo- 
ſer of human ſacrifices; for he ſaid un- 
to Abraham, Gen. 22. 2. (as it is tran- 
lated,) Take now thy ſon, thine only 
fon Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get 
thee into the land of Moriah, and offer 
him there for a burnt-offering, upon 
one of the mountains, which I will tell 

thee of, 

In another place we find human ſa- 
crifices were ever the greateſt abomi- 
nation to the Lord. Deut. 12. 30, 31. 
Saying, how did theſe nations ſerve 
their gods? even ſo will I do likewiſe: 
thou ſhalt not do ſo unto the Lord thy 
God: for every abomination of the 
Lord which he hateth, have they done 
unto their gods: for even their ſons 
and their daughters they have burnt 


in the fire to their gods: and 2 Kings 
I 6, 


Abraham ſacrificing Iſaac. 45 
16. 3. But he walked in the way of 
the kings of Iſrael, yea, and made his 
ſon to paſs through the fire, according 
to the abomination of the heathen, 
whom the Lord caſt out from before 
the children of Iſrael. 

Some think that becauſe it appears 
that God had order'd Abraham to ſa- 
crifice his ſon, therefore Jephthah 
thought himſelf obliged after his vow 
to ſacrifice his daughter: Judg. 11. 
30, 31. But not only God did not or- 
der Abraham to ſacrifice his ſon, but 
Jephthah did not facrifice his daugh- 
ter, ſo as to put her to death. | 

If it is rightly conſidered, it will 


ſoon appear, that the Lord never or- 


dered Abraham to ſacrifice his ſon 
Iſaac; nor did Abraham imagine be- 
fore he went upon that journey, or 
while he was on that journey to the 
land of Moriah, that the Lord intend- 
ed, that the ſacrifice which he was to 


make, ſhould be his ſon. 
; | But 


F el Abraham — gas 
Fut if we ſuppoſe that Abraham had 
certain knowledge that his ſon was to 
be facrificed, wherefore has Abraham 
hid it from his fon? for Iſaac faid to 
him, father, behold the fire, and the 


: wood, but where is the lamb for a 


| burnt-offering? and Abraham faid, my 


fon, God will provide himſelf a lamb 


for a burnt-offering; or can it be ſup- 
poſed that Abraham ſhould be fo cruel 
as to take away the life of his beloved 


fon, unleſs the. fon 'was willing to re- 


2 ſign it? 


Den we indeed i imagine, that Abra- 
ham bound his fon by force, and laid 


= him on the altar? fince it is certain 


that Iſaac was not in his tender years; 
for Iſaac was born when his mother 
was ninety one years old. Gen. 17. 17. 
And when Abraham came home from 
the ſacrifice, he found Sarah dead; 
Gen. 23. 2. and ſhe was an hundred 
aud twenty ſeven years old; Gen. 23. 1. 

ee Iſaac muſt be thirty f ſix years 
; old, 


 Abrabam ſacrificing T/aze. 4, iſ 
old, conſequently ſtronger than his fſa- 
ther, who was then an hundred and 
thirty ſeven years old, Gen. 21. 5. 

But Iſaac was alſo willing to, be of- 
fered unto the Lord, if he would ac- 
cept it, and therefore he made no re- 
ſiſtance. 

The whole 5 pon finadiion, of Gen. 
22. verſe 2. ariſes from the wrong tran- 
{lation of the affix pronoun him, as al- 
ſo in verſe 13. they „ ſhould be render- 
ed that, and the — Aſher which, 
has no relation to the mountain, but it 
agreeth with the ſacrifice. 

Gen. c. 22. v. 1. And it came to 
paſs after theſe things, that God tried 
Abraham; (to ſee how far his zeal 
would lead him) and he ſaid to him, 
Abraham; z and he ſaid, behold, here 
„Mn 

Verſe 2. And ke ſaid, iy — now thy 
dan, thine "_ ſon Iſaac, whom thou 

Wt ie 


* 1 the pronoun of the third perſon, ſignifies ei- 
ther a perien, creature, or thing. (hat) 


— 


48 Abraham ſacrifieing Iſaac. © 


loveſt, and get thee into the land of 


9 Moriah, and offer zhaz for a burnt- of- 


fering there upon one of the moun- 


tains, which (creature) T will tell thee. 


-Verſe 3. And he went to the place, 
of which God had told him. 

Verſe 4. On the third day Abraham 
lifted up his eyes, and ſaw the place a- 
far off, (Abraham knew the Phe, nor 
did he want to be told.) 

Verſe 5. And Abraham ſaid unto bis 
young men, abide ye here with the 


aſs; whilſt 1 and this young man will 


go yonder and worſhip, and 2 we will 


come again to you. 


„ 


* 


(Abraham had no other 8 


than that they ſhould both otras 


e = 
- Verſe 7. And Iſaac b to his fa- 

ther, ee and he ſaid, my father; 
and he ſaid, here am I, my ſon; ind 
he faid, behold here is the fire, and the 
wood; but __ is the lamb for a 


bebe. 
| Vat 


Abraham ſacrificing Iſaac. 49 
Verſe 8. And Abraham ſaid, my fon, 
God will provide himſelf a lamb top a 
burnt- offering 
From theſe conſiderations / it may 
reaſonably be concluded, that the Lord 
had not ordered Abraham to facrifice 


his ſon; nor did Abraham by that or- | 


der underſtand, that his ſon was to be 
the burnt-offering: but that the Lord 


— 


would by ſome extraordinary me A 


ſend a victim for. the altar. 


Nom when Abraham came to che ; 7 
plan: where he was to offer that ſa- 


crifice; and not ſeeing the ram, e 
be expected to offer; he in the mean 
time built the altar, and laid the re 
in order; but as he had not yet per- 

ceived the victim, Abraham, to ſhew - 


unto the Lord how ready he was to 


perform any thing which the. Lord 
ſhould defire of him; nay, if the Lord 
| ſhould order him to facrifice his only. 
beloved fon Iſaac; he would even'be 
ready to doi it: took his ſon, and bound 


— D 7 him, bY 


30 Arabam ſacrificing ac. | 

| — emcpce | 

the wood. - 
Both Abraham and Igac truſted i in 

7 / the Lord, that if he ſhould be pleaſed 

to arder Iſaac for the facrifice, yet he 

| ſhould not die of it; eſpecially at this 

time, for the Lord had ſaid unto Abra- 

| — before Iſaac was born, Gen. 19. 

| ” 19. darah thy wife ſhall bear thee a ſon 

indeed; 3 thau ſhalt call his name 

ljlſaac: and J will eſtabliſſi my cove- 

unt with him for an everlaſting 

voenant, and with his ſeed — Hog 

and after Iſaac was weaned; Gen. 

2. 22. for in Ine ſhall thy ſeed be 

=_— called. | 

=_ As Iſaac had not as yet had any 

25 es. therefore they ated confi- 

dently with a ſure belief: God is not 

a man, that he ſhould lie, neither the 

=_— Son of man, that he ſhould repent; 

haas he faid, and ſhall he not do it F or || 

bas he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make 

1 1 Numb. 23. 19. 


But 


his hand, and took the knife to flay 
his ſon, at the ſame time he knew, that 

the order was not to ſacriſice any thing, 
except that which the Lord ſhould tell | 
him. (The painter has therefore 23 
ly repreſe ure of Abraham || 


nted the poſt 
at this time, holding the knife in bis | 
hand, and lifting his eyes up towards 
heaven; to receive the order from the 1 
Lord.) 
When the 1 855 the willingnes 
with which Abraham was prepared 


But when Abraham ſtretched forth il 


: v 
: 6 \ 
- . 
4 - 
— 
: g 


for the facrifice, and was reſolved not | | 


to refuſe his only ſon; and Iſaac chear- | 
fully reſigned kümſeif for the victim, 

if the Lord ſhould require it; then the 
Lord ſuffered him not to be perplexed 
any longer with uncertainty; firſt he 


told him, that be bad never defigned \|f 


that his ſon ſhould be the victims \i 
the counſel of the Lord ſtandeth for | 
ever, Plal. 33.11. nor ſhould there be 
any harm done unto him, Gen. 22.1 2. 


D2 Secondly, ji 


33 Fepbebab r Vw. 
Secondly, he let him know, that now 
(not before the laſt action, for all the 


Þ while he was getting ready for the 


Journey, and while he was on the 
journey, Abraham expected, that as 
ſoon as he ſhould arrive at that proper 
_ place of mount Moriah, there he 
= ſhould find the victim ready provided 
for him;) by this readineſs to ſacrifice 
thine only beloved ſon, although it was 
not mine intention, yet by this Lam 


aſſured Doane haſt reverence Tor God. 
5 Fephrbabs Pow. ach 


As for Tephthah's vow, there is no 
ſufficient reaſon which ſhould induce 
thoſe men to imagine that Jephthag 
did really ſacrifice his daughter: it is 
true that the Scripture faith, whatſoe- 
ver cometh forth of the doors of my 
houſe to meet me, when I return in 
peace, from the children of Ammon, 
it ſhall be the Lord's, and I will offer 
it up for a burnt- offering. Judg. u 1 


plat Vw. 53 
The animals that were rde for 
a ; burnt-ſacrifice, are ſpecified in Levi. 
x: verſe 3. of the herd a male; verſe 10. 
of the Wen or of the goats, a male; 
verſe 14. if of fowls, turtle-doves or | 
young pigeons. | | 
And no other animal is to be offer- 
ed as a burnt-facrifice. Jephthah was 


not a conqueror nor an uſurper, but | 


an Iſraelite newly choſen by free-will, 
to protect his people and their laws. | 
Would he in the beginning of his 
office violate ſuch a ſubſtantial law, as | 
to make a burnt-facrifice of his own 
daughter; which is an abomination in 
the ſight of the Lord? would it not 
_ enrage all the people of Iſrael againſt . | 
him? and as he. himſelf was not a il 
prieſt, neither could he perform the 


office, nor was it the office of a prieſt, 


to offer a human ſacrifice: beſides, we 
may be aſſured, that he was not fo 
wicked to do ſuch an abomination a- 


gainkt the Lord, ſince he was willing, 
„ n 9 


6 


* ” 773 CO \ OY * . 


— to 
1 he had promiſed unto the Lord. 


ver, after the ſhekel of the ſa 


beast, of which they do not offer a fa- 
=_ crifice unto the Lord, then he ſhall 
_ preſent the beaſt before the prieſt. 


K So hoe i My! whether wo or bad; > as the 


vba P 7 ow: 
perform any thing, which 


He might indeed have redevned 


ber; as Levi. 27. v. 2. when any man 
ſhall make a ſingular 


ſhall be for the Lord by chy eſti- 


vow, the perſons 


„ 3. Thus ſhall be thy eſtima- 


tion, the male from twenty years old, 
even unto ſixty 


| years old; then thy 
eſtimation ſhall be fifty ſhekels of ſil· 


Verſe 4. 


If it be a female, then hy | 


| eſtimation ſhalt be thirty ſhekels. 


Verſe 9 CE 0 dat os 


8 chey rg to make a ſacrifice of unto 
. 2 Lord, all that one ſhould 
5 ſuch to the Lord, ſhall be holy. 


* 


Verſe 11. And if it be any Ss 


"Verſe r2. And the prieſt ſhall w- 


„ mn 


prieſt hs valued ung ths, fo tall = 


23 3. But if he will at all ro 1 
deem it, — he ſhall add a en 1 
n KC e 
But Jephthah, though ho kad ſurely | 
no thoughts of his only daughter, 
when he made that vow ; nor was it 
in his power to take away the life: of 
any of his domeſticks! Exod. 2 f. 80. 
ſcorned to redeem his daughter, left ho 
| ſhould incur the imputation of not | 
his word; but that which he 
had vowed unto the Lord, ſhould al- 
ways be the Lord's: by which is meant, ll 
that ſhe ſhould be ſent to Shiloh, arid 
do there ſuch offices as ſhe might do 
for the ſanctuary, all the days of her life, 


3 Women attending the farvics of the. 
Tabernucla. 


Though there is no mention had 
of a cloiſter for this order of women, 


vet we find their ſtation was at the | 
BS door 


1 
x 111 * ” 
4 * 
8 8 
. 
%. 
* 1 
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RY % 


door of the tabernacle of the congre- 


be, by this abuſe of the len of Eli, 
this order ceas d. 


. 0 


3 
ST J - | 
A L 1 


viel, Fi. a 


gation, * eſpecially thoſe which the ſons 


of Eli abuſed by lying with them. 
I Sam. 2. 22. they were not married 
women, otherwiſe they would be guil- 


ty of death. Deut. 22. 22. we find the 


_— women ſpun the hair for the holy veſt- 
ments, and made them; Joſephus 
Anti. bock 3. ch. 4. Exod. 38g. 

which muſt at times be renewed; 
therefore their office was to attend at 


the door of the tabernacle, to work at 


thoſe things, or any other women's 


work that ſhould be wanting. May 


This likewiſe was the meaning of 


= Hannal's vow; 1 Sam. 1. 11. If thou 
wilt give thine handmaid a man- child, 
chen will I give him unto the Lord all 
= the . of his life. 


— 


Verſe 
* 1 2 Sam. 2. 22, the wo- 


A * that were ranged in ranks at the door of the 


tabernacle of the a * _ 1 | 


- 38. 8. 


* 


pp Y 


ephibabs Vo: . 

Verſe 24. And ſhe broug bt him un- 
to the houſe of the Lord in Shiloh. 

The ſignification therefore of Jeph- 
thah's vow is this: whatſoever cometh 
forth of the doors of my houſe to meet 
me, when I return in peace, ſhall be 
the Lord's for ever; and if it is fit for 
a burnt-ſacrifice, then will I have it 
ſacrificed, | 

Suppoſe Jephthah was an ignoratis 
man, and little acquainted with the 
law of the Lord, yet he was not ſo il. 
literate when he made the vow, as not || 
to diſtinguiſh the Lord from Molechz* || 
his intention was, that the burnt-offer- - | 
ing ſhould be to the Lord, i. e. with 
| all the rites belonging it.. 
There is no objection to be wade; 
concerning the words coming out of the 
houſe, as if it ſhould only ſignify a 
dwelling for the human kind: for we 
find thay kept cattle alſo in n it 


Way 


* 


% 


v See his arguments above, with the king of 
OO Judg. 11, 15, &c. | 


„% pbrbabn In. 
may be, not in the proper dwelling- 


Timnath-Serah on mount Ephra 


Was oppolite to mount Ephraim, only 


on thoſe mountains, together with her 
joving companions, that ſhe might be 
aàcquainted with the offices which ſhe 
vas there to perform, and bewail her 


- to pals at the end of two months, when 


place; as Gen. 24. 32. Exod. 9. 20. 


Deut. 22. 2. 1 Sam. 6. 10. 28. 24. 
 Pfal. 50. 9. but in ſome part belonging 
to the houſe. 


The tabernacle of the congregation, 


where the ark of the teſtimony, was 


kept, was at that time at Shiloh, near; 
aim; 


Gilead where Jephthah then reſided, 


the river Jordan was between them. 
When the daughter of Jephthah 
was informed, that ſhe was dedicated 


do the ſervice of the ſanctuary at Shiloh, 
the defired that her father would defer 
for a little while the performance of 


his vow, and permit her to walk about 


virginity: Judges 11. 39. And it came 


4 . 


Jpbalabs Fow. 59 
ſhe returned unto her father, then he 
performed his vow concerning her, ſo 
that ſhe knew no man. _ 

(She could not marry, for then ſhe 
would be ſubjected to her husband.) 
And this became a cuſtom in Iirael; 
Judg. 11. 39. from hence forwards 
the daughters of Iſrael yearly went 
four days in a year, to make preſents 
unto- the daughter of Jephthah the 
Gileadite C“ J tar 

Some think that the office of the 
daughter of Jephthah gave riſe to tlie 
office of veſtal virgins. 
ans ww the e Jeder Ae e 


Man always fignifies to give a gift, a preſent, but 
once to 2 thanks for a favour received. ran” 


N 
4 ; 


= — > ts ——————— — — — _ 
wi. rr — — — - — — SIS > 


: 
n 
[ 
? 
1 
: 
| * 
[ 


* 
0 
5 


OE IKE 
_ = Wr Z IRWnRe” TeYTTT \ 1 5 = | —_ F = = \ _— =_ 8 RTE o 
l - - 28 STY w*. \ \ \ b l 
| X 6 * * ene = l l Sf i. \ 2 _—— * - , 1 * 1 = N 1 i. a. Bhs 1 8 = A 
= : l = \ - aa Fic _ "> 1- 1 | \ RS af o 4 . 5 
N ä 7 54 


3 - ——ũ— _— . 
1 * | 0 3 


% 1 — 8 = 
CO DA ESE We AB EEE 


» So. ho hb 2. 


to pals at the end of two months, when 


38 
may be, not in the proper qwelling- 


where the ark of the teſtimony was 


on thoſe mountains, together with her 
bÿoving companions, that ſhe might be 
acquainted with the offices which ſhe 
was there to perform, and bewail her 


— ophtss How. x: 


place; as Gen, 24. 32. Exod. 9. 20. 


Deut. 22. 2. 1 Sam. 6. 10. 28. 24. 
Pilſal. 50. 9. but in ſome part pp 
to the houſe. | 


The tabernacle of the congregation, 


kept, was at that time at Shiloh, near 


Timnath-Serah on mount Ephraim; 


Gilead where Jephthah then reſided, 


| was oppoſite to mount Ephraim, only 


the river Jordan was between them. 
When the daughter of Jephthah 


was informed, that ſhe was dedicated 
to the ſervice of the ſanctuary at Shiloh, 
the defired that her father would defer 
for a little while the performance of 


his vow, and permit her to walk about 


yirginity: Judges 11. 39. And it came 


© 


Jepbtbabs Low. 59 
ſhe returned unto her father, then he 
performed his vow concerning her, ſo 
that ſhe knew no man. | 

(She could not marry, for then ſhe 
would be ſubjected to her husband.) 
And this na a cuſtom in Iſrael; 
Judg g. 11. 39. from hence forwards 
the ä of Iſrael yearly went 
four days in a year, to make preſents 
unto the daughter of Jephthah the 
Gileadite. 

Some think that the office of the 
daughter of Jephthak gave riſe to the 
* of veſtal virgins. 


n Na Y Judg . 40. to make pre- 
ſents unto the daught UE): oY: Jentthah, The root 
Man always Tanks i give a gift, a preſent, buy 
once to ge thanks for a favour receivet. 
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0 onfuſio! 1071 s Langinge 


Braham in al his travels, was well 

Z X underſtood, without the help of 
45 interpreter, the confuſion of lan- 
Fes being not as yet general; for 
fince the neglect of the tower of Babal, 
ga great many words were in univerſal 
= ule; that event came fully to paſs in in 


= after time, 


. Saul, Iſaiah, bY M icah hn 3 


Even now there is hardly any lan- 
guage extant, which has not ſome He- 
ow words in it. The Hebrew word 

*arm, which, in the Engliſh verſion, 
is conſtantly tranſlated naked; in Ger- 
man, ſignifies poor; and ſo it ought 
to be tranſlated : for arm, when it con- 
cerneth cloathing, ſeldom or never 
ſignifies to be ſo poor as to have no 
cloathing at all, but rather means poor- 


ly - 
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Confuſion of . 6 
ly clad. If the idea of cloathing is fo _ 
reign to the ſubject, it then Ganific to 
have no claim to any thing: thus Gen. 
3. 10. when Adam, who had never 
ſeen any garments, declared that he 
was naked, after he had made for 
himſelf an apron of boughs of the 
ſame tree which was the cauſe of his 
fall, and which thereby ſerved at once 
for his cloathing, and a perpetual re- 
membrance of his folly: his meaning 

muſt be, that he had loſt the keeping, 
or obſervance of the Divine Com- 
mandment. Job, it is certain, was only 
deprived of his riches, but not of his 
cloathing; notwithſtanding which, in 


the firſt chapter, and twenty-firſt verſe, = 


he declares, « Naked came I out of my 
„ mother's womb, and naked ſhall I 
« return thither: It is impoſſible that 
he ſhould mean by theſe words lite- 
rally naked, or abſolutely ſtripped of 
all cloathing ; for inevery country and 
nation, the bodies of the dead have 


N 


1 N 


/ 


= G62 Confuſion of Language. 
Ins covering: In the twenty-ſecond 
chapter, and ſixth verſe, we have the 
following paſlage; * and ſtripped the 
naked of their cloathing; or, as it 
is in the margin, ſtripped the cloath- 
ing of the naked: nothing can be 
more obvious than that the word naked 
n this paſſage does not mean deſtitute 
= of all covering: 80 1 Sam. 19. 24. and 
be (Saul) ſtripp'd off his clothes alſo, 
and propheſied before Samuel in like 
manner, and lay down naked all that 
= day, and all that night: Can any one 
believe that Saul ſhould have been ſo 
immodeſt, as to ſtrip off his clothes, 
and be quite naked ) it means rather, 
be ſtrippd off his royal robe, x Sam. 
24.4. which he uſed to wear over his 
other cloathing, to appear mean, and 
not finer than other people: the ſame 
was his behaviour ſome time beſore, 
x Sam. 10. 10. when he met a com- 
pany of fingers, and joined in chorus 
wich them: For the propheſying men- 


tioned 


[Gifs if Sa 63 
tioned in 1 Sam. 10. f. and x Chro. 


25. 1, 2, 3. means to ſing the deeds 7 
and ſayings of the Prophets in ſpiritual 


hymns: So alſo, Gab 20, 2, 3. and 
Micah x. 8. the Prophet leſt off his 


mantle, or ſamething like it, which be | 
uſed to wear over his other clothes: 


x Sam. 15. 27. and 28. 14. 1 Kings 


II. 29. and 19. 13, 19. and 2 Kings 
10. 22. with the mantle to appear ve- 


better than common people. 


For it was not that ſo many FA 


guages fell down from heaven at once, 
ſo that chance gave to each perſon a 


different one; — the caſe was thus; 


All men being i in thoſe times as it were 
one company, travelled t 


ogether till 


common ſettlement, and were ſo una- 


nimous, that when wy one propoſed 
nd 


* er had but one pronunciation, and each thing 
had but one word to expreſs it, Gen. 11. 6. and 


ſome faid, let us make bricks, and they had bricks, 
Gen. 11. 3. 


nerable, and without it, to appear no 


they could find a proper place for their 
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— of Le 
wa chin; they all chearfully agreed 
to it, and readily did the ſame. . . 
When they came to a place abound- 
ing in materials proper for building, 
ſome ſaid, come let us make bricks, 
and we will build unto us a watching 
place, and a tower very high, and let 
us make ourſelves a. name, leſt we be 


Gifp erſed:. | 

"This building mu have ken upa . 
bog: time, and the people muſt neg- 
lect the cultivating of the ground, and 
many inconveniencies muſt follow, eſ- 

cially as God would have it, that 
they ſhould ſettle in different mp. of 


the earth. 2 
God therefore KR WE it FI that e⸗ ; 


very one ſhould not obey *the ſpeech 


of his companion, and by this means 
they left off building, and were dif- 
perſed to different parts of the earth... . 

Alter 7 were well ſettled in their 


ſepa⸗ : 


yd r moſtly ſignifies to obey, G Gen. 22. 18. 26. 
6. 27. 13. 1 Sam. 8. 19. 15. 22. Kc. 


— of Languages. 6 3 
2 parate colonies, they contrived i in each 
country to make for themſelves houſ- 
hold goods; and other utenſils, ſuch as 
| were needful, and which they had not 
ſeen before, ſo that every people gave 
a different name to thoſe things, and 
words for the actions proper for them; 
hence in time, though thoſe things 
were common in all places, yet each 
country had different words to expreſs 
them, which produced the confuſion 
of languages. 
Neither was language in its perfec- 
tion all at once, but aroſe, and i improv- 
ed gradually; it firſt began in thoſe 
names which Adam gave to the beaſts. 
and fotls; after: that, to other living 
things and · vegetables; then to the dif- 
ferent parts of them; afterwards nam- 
ing things: as for actions, in the be- 
ginning, they expreſſed them by mo- 
tions. And when the Woman ſaw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it 
was pleaſant to the eyes, and a tree 2 
8 E 4 


* 
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De real Serpent not 227 


11 may be asked, if the ſerpent which 
to Eve, was a real ſerpent, and 
did uſually ſpeak, by which it happen 
ä at 
his ſpeaking; how.comethitthen, that 
no other ſerpent beſides this, has ever 
been heard to . for when God 
curſed him, it is e i 
tom him the uſe of ſpeech. | 
. 

| Joke; but this was only done, by the 
express will and miraculous power of 
Koh Num. 22. 28, &c who. made 
KH aß to ſpeak, that it might expoſe 
ann 1 
e 


he knew the knowledge of the Moſt 


High, and yet could not divine the © 
be of his aſs; thus the Lord pus 
niſhed him: for although God permit- . 


ted him to go with them, yet he was 
_ exceedingly offended at the preſum 
tuous bravery of this vain prophet, who 


ſelf-conceit. 


lent and over-bearing 


wherefore ſhould God curſe'the inno- 


devil. 


tai devil, more 
who out of envy and malice, could not 


pleaſanteſt place of the earth, endued 


—_— a certain fruit, 


| 1 from 


* 17 kg from Þ is in | Whit beate 0 tad 
Nom, 22. 22. 


* 
ſeemed to lead them on, in an info. |. 


- *But If thus was not's/reab:ſerpenty, || 
dent ſerpent, for the wickedneſs of the 


bear to ee that Adam ſhould be more 
favoured: by God, than all creatures; 
for, even God himſelf placed him in the 


with plenty; and only infiſted of kim 
E's © which 


— n „ ; i 
9 


Te is Sppeied er 3 | 
haughty than the reſt, 


58 - The real Serpent not curſed. , 
which grew in the middle of the gar- 
Aden; and God gave him N domi- 
nion over all animals. | 

When he ſaw all creatures walked 
mM beton Adam, to receive a name; then 
the devil transformed- himſelf into a 
| ſerpent, came alſo fawning, as if he 
was glad to ſee him; Adam and his 
wife. being innocent, ſuſpected no 
fraud; might ſuppoſe him to be of a 
different ſpecies, chid him not; ſo he 
often came near them, to. liſten and 
hear their converſations; by that means 


be was more able to beguile tem. 
The caſe is then thus; the devil 
having transformed himſelf into a ſer- 
pent to perform this cheat; God ſaid 
unto him, Curſed art thou above all 
| Wals ad above all wild beaſts; thou 
alt not transform thyſelf again into a 
devil, but thou ſhalt go upon thy bel- 
5 Ka and duſt thou ſhalt. eat all the days 
* vf thy life. „ 
'The curſe was only on a that devil, 
- who 
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A Futtire State, © 


who had taken the 3 of a ſerpent, 


and not upon the ſe 


Man ſhall perpet 
evils thy deluſions have brought on 


him; and thou alſo ſhalt remember 
all the days of thy life, to what con- | 


Aion thou art arrived for their lake. 


ini Future State. ay 


ture ſtate. 


For Lamech ſaid unto bi wives, if 8 j g 
Kain fall be avenged ſeven fold, truly . Wl 


Lamech, ſeventy and ſeven fold. 


What is underſtood by avenge, is 
generally to inflict the ſame evil which 


he has done to the injured, on the of- 


ually W the 


, 'Y i KC 
9 
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U 


Ae x bas been ſhown, that the: A. i 
tediluvians uſed facrifices, it may be 
proved, that they alſo believed in a fu- 


fender. But a man could not be killed 
ſeven times; except it is meant, in a 
NN ſtate; thus, Levi. chap. 20. verſe 

3- Whoſoever he be of the children' 


of Tizael, or of the ſtrangers that ſo- 
E 3 Fo Journ. 


S ourn in Iſrael, that giveth any of his 
ſhall ſurely be 


. 


d 


ſeed 5 Molech; he f] 
: to death; the people of the 
Fall ſtone him — q carl and Iwill 
ſet my face againſt that man, and will 
cut bim off from among his people: 
4H after he has been put to death, and 
= ſtones thrown over his body, God will 
cut him off from his people. in a future: 
ſtate, that he ſhall even not come to 


his companions in wickedneſs. + 


Bat unto Abraham, Gen. chap. 1 5. 
vverſe 15. And thou ſhalt come to thy 
fathers in peace; thou ſhalt-be buried 
in a good old age; that is, in a future 


| rered,. that the ex- 


It may be anl; 
preſſion, thou ſhalt come to thy fa- 
thers in peace, may only mean the 
burial of the body in the family ſepul- 
chre; but Abraham was not buried in 
the ſepulchre of his fathers, which was 
at Haran, Gen. II. 32. but with Sarah 
in the cave of Machpelah, Gen. 2 25 5 


| £55 | 


4 Puture- . 7 

h that the phraſe can uy reſpeat his vv 
future tate. _— 
As ſoon as he ſhall be dead, his ub. 9 
ſhall be with his fathers in happineſs, = 
before he is buried. Deut. 3 2. 35. 10 WM 
me belongeth vengeance, and recon». 
pence, at the time their foot - ſhal IM 
move down: or, as it is*tranſlated; 
Iſaiah 54. 10. ſhall be removed.“ 
I Sam. 25. 29. The ſoul of my lord 
will ended in the colletion of. 
the living, with the Lord thy God; 
but the ſoul of thine enemies, he will 
[wats in the hollow of a 4 7 


of ada Proyers. "> 


The Antediluvians beſides their ſa- 

erifices, frequently called upon God; 
but in the latter ages, when mankind: 
was more corrupted and revengeful; 
contentions were almoſt continual a- 
mong them, on account of their-wo- i 
ns, ee "Ow took an one 8 
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= blows; Lamech had a lad with him, 


72 Future State. 
by force; though the women might 


| Lamech killed a M 


be pleaſed to go with their new huſ- 


bands, yet the men to whom they be- 


longed, did not care to part with them: 


bence this calling upon God came at 
nut to be, not praiſing God, or giving 


him thanks for their preſervation, but 


., Inſtead of it, they continually and ab- 
ſurdly ſolicited him to do them juſtice 
- againſt their neighbours, who had uſed 
them ill; when at the ſame time, the 
very man who ſo loudly called for 
juſtice, had been the aggreſſor, and 
uſed the very violence he complained 


of, on his adverſary: At length God 


rejected theſe impious and indecent 
prayers, and paſſed the moſt ſevere 


judgement on their folly and fin. Gen, 


Lamech having quarrelled with a 
man of note, they came at laſt to 


for 


A. Future Fg 73 


for aka he had a great affeQion, 


who kept him bravely company in the 
encounter, wherein both Lamech and | 
the lad received each a ſore wound; 


but Lamech in his own defence, flew 
his adverſary. 


Lamech, when he returned to his 5 » 
wives, found them in great affliction, 2 
for they remembered the crime and ö 


puniſhment of Kain. 

And Lamech ſaid unto his wives; 
hearken, ye wives of Lamech, why 
will you ſhew yourſelves ſo ſtrange 
and be dejected; it is true, I have e kill- 
ed a man, but was it not in mine own 
defence? has he not wounded me, © $ 
had he not almoſt deprived me of my 
tender companion? was I not rather 


obliged to preſerve our lives, . than let 


him kill Wd and now although Kain 
was puniſhed, yet that he who ſhould 


kill 


* Wounded me: ſuch infinitives are common, 

6 Exod. 21. 8. Jer. 48. 7. Amos 2. 6. Neh. 8. 5. 
"x Gi 33. 35. and 23. Zac. 3. 1. Neh. 13 
ts. bro. 32. I, Numb. 35: 19. 21. 


ſould have ven 
= ſeven fold; ſurely, for Lamech that 
WW killed a man in his own defence who- 


chere is no certain knowledge 


„ 


74 Sim of the Fathers not 


kill Kain (who more guiltily flew his' 


brother without any offence of his,) 
taken on him 


ſoever ſhould kill him, vengeance will 


be taken, ſeventy and ſeven fold. 


who he 


was, only ſo far we may be ſure, that 


: be "was a man' of violence and bru- 


tly to the 1 of 
Aion and attachment, 


e 
the lad's 


that he ventured thus his liſeꝰ to aſſiſt 
Lamech, and was © 8365 W in 


che encounter. 


Sine of the Fathers; are. on ot puniſhable 


An their Children...  .... 
Neither can we ſuppoſe him to have 


been the ſon of Lamech, and ſuffered 
* this tmisfortune, for the * of his fa- 


cher; as it is W ſaid in ſecrip- 


ture, 


buniſbahle in their Children. 28 
ture, that the children are not to ſuf. 
fer ſor the ſins of their fathers: dee 
2 Kings chap. 14. verſe 5, 6. And it 
>. as ſoon as the kingdom 4 
po his ſervants, which had Gain the i 
king his father, but the children of the 
murderers he flew not; according un- 
to that which is written in the book 
of the law of Moſes, wherein the Lord 
commanded, ſaying, The fathers ſhall. 
not be put to death for the children, 
nor the children be put to death for } 
the fathers; but every man ſhall be 
put to death for his on ſin: Deut. 
% 16. See Ezek. 18. 20. Numb. 165. 
7. Dathan and Abiram with their 
a and their ſons, and their 1 | 
children came out, and ſtood up ina 
hoſtile manner, at the door of their = 
tents; .. theſe ſuffered with their pa- 
rents: but Numb. 26. 11. the child 
ren of Korah died not. Job B;. 4. when. 
thy children have ſinned againſt him; 
5 . there 
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therefore he caſt them away for their 


3H tranſgreſſion, | 


Nevertheleſs, a father or guad = 
ther, who had encouraged- his child- 
ren in wickedneſs, or whoſe children 


were wicked, and it was in the power 
of the father to hinder it, who yet did 


not concern himſelf about it; then is 


N. the father guilty of that ſin, which his 


children have committed. Exod. chap. 


20. verſe 5. and Deut. chap. 5. verſe g. 


Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf wits 
them, nor ſhalt thou be the catſe that 
' they are worſhipped: for I the Lord 


am a jealous God, viſiting the fathers 
fin for the chien, for the third and 
fourth generation, upon them that hate 
me; and ſhewing mercy unto thou- 
ſands of them that love me, and unto 


them that take care of my command- 


ments. Vee” allo - 1 Sam. chap. 3. 
mz I 3 


Woab's | 


3 du the verb is in Hophal, which 6 gnifierh 
to ** che cauſe of an action. 


* L 
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But this lad © was in reality no other 
than Noah, ſon of Lamech, and grand- 
ſon of Methuſhael: for it ſo happen- 
ed, that in the younger years of Noah, 
the renown of the. rnb of Lamech, 
ſon of Methuſhael, was read all over 
the earth, eſpecially for the great diſ- 


P 


coveries and contrivances of Lamech I 


three ſons. 
Noah was naturally diſp oſed to learn, 


and to be inſtructed, d alſo induſtri- 


ous; Wherefore in his youth he was 


called Noah, ſay ing, this ſame ſhall. 


comfort. us concerning our work and 
toil of our hands; for he firſt began t to 
make work eaſy by his great ingenuĩ- 
ty; and ſome think he was the con- 


triver of the plow. Surely he could go 


to no better Nac to be inſtructed, 
| than 


A lad, or Weng un- See 1 Kings: 12. 8. the 
young men that were grown up with him: and 


1 Kings 14. 217 Rehoboam was forty and one years 


old when he began to reign, 


chan to the 1 & Tarek ſon of 
Mäethuſhael, who was himſelf well in 
cM  firucted in divine things; to learn of 
his ſons fuch arts and ſciences, as they 
had found out, of which he was very 
deſirous. As. Noali found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord, the ſame grace he 
alſo found with all thoſe he had any 
dealings with; his 8 readily com- 
palied with his wiſhes, and gave him 
o permiſſion to go that long journey, 
Which ſeemed fo likely to be benefi- 
8 cial to their ſon. © 
And ſuch a peifot as Noah, endow- 
1 ed wich the grace of tlie Lord, could 


dot fail of finding a favourable recep- 


tion from the ingenious, induſtrious, 
| and ſtudious family of Lamech. 
And as Noah was affable and atten- 
tive to learn, and the ſons of Lamech 
willing to give inſtruction, Noah ſoon 
found opportunity to inſinuate himſelf 
mino the favour of the whole family; 
ſo chat he had the love of. them 2 
A 


Mar . . 29 
and by his extraordinary capacity and 
- dil igence, be ſoog attained thole ſci; 1 
| at tn ee os Bac, a | 
of, which was the whole intent of this | 
Journey, and which was afterwards, | 
gy he duilt the : hs N uſe N 


Ne vab 52 N W FUN A ſand 
Parents of all Mankind. ; 


As it then firſt became cuſtomary 


among men. to into different 
families, Noah alſo gave into this cuſ- 
2 and made his court to Noamah, 
particular com 8 liſter, who. 
4 re ame age with him, 
and both their * pot-al Lamech; 


nor was it probable that Noah would 


be. refuſed. by any of the family... 


| Moſes ſets TE the genealogy 
children of Kain, he ends it with the 
name of Noamah; to ſhew, that hy 

| her, and M. the two families of - 


It is ſomething remarkable, when 4 | 
of the 1 


Kain I 
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4 Kain and of Sheth, were united into 
one, and became afterwards the ſecond 


Parents of all mankind. 


We may now ſuppole che Lephinefe 
of Noah to be compleat, as he was 
near being united to an amiable wifeß 


of a family whom he loved, and who 


loved him with great affection, and 


with whom he lived in eaſe and plenty. 


And as Noah was acquainted with 


A the art of writing, we may ſuppoſe, 


that at his leiſure hours, he did not o- 
mit for his own amuſement, to enter 
down in writing ſuch tranſactions, 


which were of any conſequence, con- 
cerning the deſeendants of Kain; eſ- 


pecially thoſe which eren in his 


time. 
But ſuch was the inflability * how 


tune, that his greateſt good, was the 
ſource of his moſt bitter evil: for it ſo 

happened, that when Noah had finiſh- 
ed his ſtudies, and the three brothers 
43 were abroad upon their different occu- 


Maße \Bducation, J 
pations, the three women ſitting by 


father-in-law, were repoſing under 


ure, not far from the tent they not 


for ſome 


having had an opportunity 


2 of converſing freely alone, with; 


— Noah had always 


. — and 


the dif- 


were diſcourſing concerning 


ſeient cuſtoms: and ceremonies uſed 
by ſeveral people, in different coun» . 
tries, on divers ſeaſons and occaſiom; 
Noah, 'occafionally introducing the | 
mumy adventures and perils he had - | 
met with, in his long, "hu tedious | 


journey but while they were thus a- 


were diſturbed, by 
ing from among 
dated. ps ad; Gew — 00: the 


tent, to obſerve what was the matter 
where, to his great ſurprize, he ſaw a 


man 


the;daor dl chen text, anmüng han, 
ſelyts in ſome houſhold em — = 
vhilſt Noah and Lamech, "bis futures | 


entertaining each other, they ⁵ 
a dreadful — 9 
the women: Lamech 


* 
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2s . himſelf rudely, to e 
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women, and ſtruggling with them in 
the moſt brutal manner. Now La- 
mech, although always averſe to con- 
tention or ſtrife, yet in this provok- 
ing and deſperate ſituation, was ſo 
highly incenſed, againſt the raviſher, 
that he ted all hie ſtrength and 
eourage, for the reſerve of the women; 
and in the encounter Lamech received 
a ſore wound. aha 

Noah was as yeb a ſpedttor Che, 
bat; for as he well knew the 1 
rit and vigour of Lamech, he doubted 
not, he could alone ſubdue his anta- 
goniſt; but when he pereeived the 


wound of his beloved Lamech, and 


that he was in imminent danger, if not 
_ ſpeedily and bravely aſſiſted; beſides, 
© fearing leſt he might loſe his bride 
Noamah, if Lamech was conquered; 
he plucked up a vine · tree, and ran in- 
any with it, with all ſpeed;-to the 
beben of — but "he alſo re- 

ceived 
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ceived a grievous' wound. Lamech, 
who was never guilty of any cruel ne : 
tion before; for even in this encoun- 
ter, he bad been all the while only on 
defence, when he beheld the fall of 
the generous youth, who had hazarded 
his own perſon to aſſociate with him 
for the revenge of his wrong, and that 
both were in danger of their lives, 
took up the vine-tree which Noah had 
let fall, when he received the wound, 
and flew the brutal raviſher with it. 
When Lamech and his friend Noah 
returned home after the combat, all i in 
triumph, Noamah was doubtleſs re- 
5 to behold her lover alive; and 
allo out of danger, for their wounds 


. 
Ja . 
- 
_ - 
. : - : = - >» - 
— — — —:. — 
p — 
— 
- _ \ a =_ 
= wm i 4 K = =S — WT) a = af = a - 
- = le 1 (1 -L bo oo f 5 * FO. l 8 1 m FY as A. = on S * 
a l o m4 Ta © » 1 = > of 


| were not mortal; but Lamech met 


with but a cold reception from his 
wives; and although he proved hy 
many indiſputable arguments, that he 
Ea done W per all his 1 


| * The verb un is to aſſclae, to join part 
| nerſhip 


| | * 


8 84 abt Edupation 
J : ld not afford, him a good looł from,” 
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them; neither wauld hex” ſpeak to. 
© him but looked ſurly, as. 8 
wauld have been more pleaſed, to be 
carried away, from Ten, chan to 
baue, it imputed; to them, that a man 
* lain on theit account. 
Not long after theſe rapſaQions, 
Noah enn that it was no longer 
expedient for him to continue among 
the o# eee of Kain, becauſe the 
generality of them were wicked; there- 
5 he reſolved to go home ta his own 
kindred, which were more humane. 
Accordingly aſter he had prepared e- 
very thing far his journey, he took his 
wi Noamah with him, and {et forth 
on his journey, furniſhed with all thaſe 
ats and ſciences, which were practiced 
in the family of Lamech, ſon of Me- 
1 and Which were afterwards 
gl great uſe to him, when, be built the 
ark; but he carried not with him, the 
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P bake other perſon ſhould have 

written on ſa many different ſub- 
jecte, he might have welled the mat- 
ter into many large volumes, by many 
diſſertations, quotations, a argu- 
ments; but theſe might have made it 
"tedious to the reader. | 
I have ſometimes varied from the 
common tranſlation; that was not my 
fault: I am not accountable for the 
error of a tranſlator; nor becauſe, the 
Lexicon writer has not given the Full 
meaning of a word. 

Some things have been Aral, 
of which there is no plain proof 1 in 
Scripture; yet ſome 22 — may be 
found, to point out ſu c. 
A s to thoſe relations which cannot 
tely on ſcriptural proof; the reaſona- 


bleneſs why it ſhould be ſo, and the 


Rnd 


impoſſibility of their being otherwiſe, i 


will be advocates for them. 
| | F 3 f 
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6 1 . introduced Noah, 71 gbriy; 


Noamah were the ſecond parents of 
man; which moſt of the learned do 
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as there is a tradition, that Noah 51 


allow; and beſides, the Scripture helps 


| to clear it, ſee page 79. It would not 


be proper to make the woman to tra- 
vel, ſeeking for a man whom ſhe ne- 
ver ſaw; therefore they are brought to- 
gether accidentally : And alſo, ſince 
the Lord deſigned that Noah ſhould 
wake the ark, for to preſerve a rem- 
nant of all living; the Lord would not 

do miracles, when it might be done 
without them, as to ſet a man to work, 
who had no knowledge of it; there- 
fore he is by the aſſiſtance of the Lord, 
moved to go to that family, where he 


ſhould learn ſuch arts, as would be 


9 _ for him to be acquainted 
with. 
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4. er of * Find, and the 
* cauſe of. it. 48 

One thing is wanting, that i is; to 
WAY an account of Noahs travels J 


but as Noah had been interrupted by 7 


* 
- 


{ >. 1 


a fatal accident, ſo we have no more 


notice of it; but after all, it would be 
of little ſatisfaction to us now: Fot 
when all the fountains [the ſprings] 


Gen. 7. 11. of the great deep, tie | 


center, or bowels of the earth] [Gen. r. 
9. let the waters under the heaven be 
gathered together unto one place;] from 
whence the ſeas and rivers are ſupplied 


by ſprings of very narrow channels, | | 


were broken up, and it had rained 
forty days and forty nights; fo that 
the wa which ofually came up in 
narrow channels, now came up in 
large ſpouts, working upwards; and Wo 
the water which came by the rain, 
worked downward: by their berge : 


- * 


; 55 | "ry Apotdey. 
| | fretting the earth, at length the coat 
of earth, was maned, and diſſolved; 
and as it could no longer ſupport it 
ſelf, it fell in; became a maſs, a 
funk: fo that the waters of the great 
deep, the ſeas, and rivers, became 1 
covering over the whole earth, 1 
_ thickneſs fifteen cubits all Wet: 
though after, the time of the flood 
- was paſt and the earth miacle its ** 
pearance again, yet the face of t 
oo mh was not exactly like the former; 
even ſome of the rivers which came 
out of Eden, loſt their courſe. 
As for the hills and mountains, 
which fared the fame fate, with thi 
other parts of the earth, though they 
"might. riſe up again, at the er iration 
of the flood, in their former ſituation 
or near it; yet by the confuſion the 
earth was in, dog the time of the 
flood, when all ſubſtances were mixed 
together, many of them carried thoſe 


2 mixtures along with them: therefore, 5 
"TR even 
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even at the as of a 5 = e | 
will often be found ſuch things, 
which had their habitation at the 


bottom of a deep or remote ſea, _ 
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